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Hugh Masekela & The Mahotella Queens

UK tour November 2010

Saturday 6th November

Liverpool Philharmonic Hall

Wednesday 10th November 
Gateshead The Sage Gateshead

Friday 12th November 

London Royal Festival Hall*

Sunday 14th November

Edinburgh Usher Hall

Tuesday 16 November

Brighton Dome

Wednesday 17th November
Bristol Colston Hall

Thursday 18th November 

Poole Lighthouse

Saturday 20th November

Warwick Arts Centre
*Part of London Jazz Festival in association with BBC Radio 3
Put down your vuvuzelas, this is the real sound of South Africa

From the townships of apartheid to the opening concert at the World Cup, South African music has travelled a unique road. This year, two legends unite to present their songs of resistance and the colour and carnival of the greatest show on earth as the jazz icon Hugh Masekela returns to Britain with his band, in the company of the three doyennes of mbaqanga, the Mahotella Queens.  

At 71, Hugh Masekela remains, in the words of The Independent: “a musician of phenomenal grace and power … still blessed with a voice that can strip the leaves from the trees.” An articulate and forthright spokesman for the people of his country and their culture for six decades, Hugh Masekela has been an outspoken figure in the struggle for civil rights on both sides of the Atlantic and spent his career pushing musical boundaries. He is one of jazz’s greatest horn players, able to adopt township jazz, funk and hip-hop into his music. 

Inspired by the anti-apartheid activist Trevor Huddleston, his school chaplain, Masekela was a teenage trumpet prodigy whose instrument had been a present from Louis Armstrong himself. Career highlights include being part of the orchestra for the King Kong musical that first brought South African culture to the outside world in the 1950s; appearing at the Monterey pop festival in 1967 and becoming the first African to top the American singles charts (with 1968’s Grazing In The Grass, which he played at the World Cup concert); his fertile period in West Africa in the 1970s; the Graceland tour with Paul Simon and Miriam Makeba in 1987; and the four-month tour of South Africa in 1991 that celebrated the end of both apartheid and his exile from his homeland. Despite the demise of that racist political regime Masekela continues to comment on the shortcomings and failings of the current South African government, proving that his fire burns as ferociously as ever it did.  He is as at home featuring in the World Cup opening concert as he is eloquently sharing his views of Africa’s emerging revival on the BBC’s An African Journey with Jonathan Dimbleby.
Opening these concerts with their a cappella set are The Mahotella Queens, who had their first hit in 1964. Forty-six years later, few voices sound fresher than those of Hilda Tloubatla, Nobesuthu Mbadu and Mildred Mangxola, the three queens of mbaqanga, the soulful Zulu jazz that dominated township music in the apartheid era and still evokes the indomitable resolve of South Africa’s majority under white rule. From the early 1970s to the mid 1980s, they were one of South Africa’s foremost acts, with countless popular singles; after apartheid, they become one of the country’s most important cultural exports, standard bearers for the rainbow nation.

Though they produce one of the most life-affirming sounds imaginable, the Mahotella Queens’ drive comes from their determination to keep alive the memory of their former figurehead, Simon “Mahlathini” Nkabinde, who died in 1999. Where lesser groups might have folded, the Queens have gone from strength to strength in the past decade, with a series of bestselling, socially aware albums featuring the peerless three-part harmonies that make their music so special.

High Res Images: http://www.griot.de/hughmasekela.html click on thumbnail.

FOR PRESS INFORMATION CONTACT SALLY REEVES ON 01223 864710 (sallyreeves@btinternet.com) 
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